
2ND ANNUAL 2ND ANNUAL 

THE TAGLYAN COMPLEX

1201 N. VINE STREET

LOS ANGELES, CA 90038

Ava’s Heart
    Heroes Ball

September 14,  2017



 

Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball
2ND ANNUAL

A truly magical evening  
will touch your heart and lift your spirit. 

Hear stories from transplant patients, 
doctors, celebrities and our honorees who 

work passionately to 
better the lives of others.

We request your company and your 
gracious sponsorship of this extremely

annual fundraising event,  
Ava’s Heart  | Heroes Ball.

worthy charitable organization’s second 



Please join us in celebrating the 

2nd ANNUAL
AVA’S HEART | HEROES BALL
September 14, 2017  |  The Taglyan Complex | 1201 N. Vine St., Los Angeles, CA 90038

AVA’S HEART  is a unique nonprofit charity dedicated to providing financial assistance for organ transplant patients 
who cannot afford necessary treatment and care. Founded by heart transplant recipient  Ava Kaufman, Ava’s Heart 
has quickly become the primary organization in the US for transplant patients and their families. We provide pre-
transplant and post-transplant patients a wide variety of basic essentials not covered by insurance like housing, food, 
gas, medications, strollers, car seats, dental work, hearing aids, etc. We will even upgrade the electricity in a home 
that is not up to code so their mechanical device (LVAD or artificial heart) will work reliably. Without outside financial 
assistance, many families go broke, or even worse, some patients do not survive. Ava’s Heart also provides emotional 
and psychological support, as well as other resources and refuge for both transplant patients on the waiting list, as 
well as those who now have to deal with the realities of post-transplant care. 

AVA’S HEART  HEROES BALL  is our second fundraising gala, and your best opportunity of the year to focus 
your charitable contributions for this cause. We invite you to attend this truly magical evening that is guaranteed 
to touch your heart. You’ll hear stories from transplant patients, doctors, celebrities and our evening’s honorees 
who work passionately to better the lives of others. Whether or not you’re able to attend, your contributions as 
a sponsors or advertiser will be recognized by all in attendance, and greatly appreciated by the individuals and 
families facing life-changing organ transplant costs, whom you are going to aid directly. 

Come celebrate life and come save a life. 

#itcouldbeyou … It must be you!

   Ava Kaufman  |   .     |    
Richard Lightstone           r
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Donate Life, is the nonprofit organization responsible for managing the organ,
eye and tissue donor registry. Founded as the Coalition on Donation in 1992 by the 
transplant community, Donate Life changed its name in 2006 while launching the 
first Donor Designation Collaborative. In its twenty-five years of existence, the 
Donate Life community has grown donor designation to nearly 129 million registered 
organ, eye and tissue donors in the United States. Our mission is to save lives by 
creating opportunities for all Californians to sign up on the official state organ, eye
and tissue donor registry. We educate the community about the need and importance
for people to register their donation wishes. Our vision is that one day all Californians 
will embrace organ, eye and tissue donation as their personal responsibility.

Dr. Richard J. Shemin, M.D.
Since 2008, Richard J. Shemin, M.D., one of the nation’s top heart surgeons, has held 
the position of Executive Vice Chairman of the Department of Surgery, Chief of Cardiac 
Surgery, and Co-director of the Cardiovascular Center at the David Geffen School of 
Medicine at UCLA and the Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center. He continues to be a 
leader in the development of minimally invasive cardiac surgery, specializing in 
roboticassisted procedures, and collaborates with UCLA’s Center for Advanced Surgical 
and Interventional Technology. Dr. Shemin initiated UCLA’ s participation in the Society 
of Thoracic Surgeons National Database to enhance quality improvement and patient 
safety. His current research aims to induce stem cells to become cardiovascular cells, 
in order to repair or replace damaged areas of the heart. Dr. Shemin has been honored 
with the Distinguished Alumnus Award from both the Boston University School of 
Medicine and Boston University. He was recognized for Outstanding Leadership from the 
Thoracic Surgery Foundation for Research and Education. Most recently, Dr. Shemin was 
awarded the Lifetime Commitment Award from the Jewish Free Loan Association in 
Los Angeles.

Dr. David J. Ross M.D.
Dr. David J. Ross is a pulmonologist at UCLA Medical Center and received his medical 
degree from Keck School of Medicine of USC and has been in practice for more than 20 
years. Dr. Ross has focused on clinical and collaborative studies in the fields of lung 
transplantation and pulmonary arterial hypertension [PAH] at the UCLA Lung Transplant 
Program. Dr. Ross also devotes time to fund raising in support of development of a UCLA 
PEDIATRIC Lung Transplant Program, which is desperately necessary in Southern California.
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Karla Gordy Bristol
Karla Gordy Bristol is the CEO of Bristol Entertainment. Karla is the co-host of the live 
weekly talk show, Karla & Rainelle Show. Karla has worked on projects for The Trumpet 
Awards, 100 Black Men of   America, Ray Parker, Jr.’s Hollywood Star Reception, Miss 
Sacramento County USA Pageant, and numerous Hollywood award shows. She has 
interviewed celebrities and highly acclaimed individuals, produced concerts, shows and 
events, and appeared on TV shows and executive produced short films for television. 
Karla is on the Board of Directors of Ava’s Heart, and the Heroes Ball Red Carpet host for 
the second year in a row. She’s the proud daughter of Iris Gordy, a former Motown Records 
Vice President, and the late Johnny Bristol, Grammy nominated songwriter, producer, and 
singer; and the great-niece of Motown founder Berry Gordy.

CareDx Inc., headquartered in Brisbane, California, is a global molecular 
diagnostics company focused on the discovery, development and commercialization
of clinically differentiated, high-value diagnostic solutions for transplant patients.  
CareDx offers testing products across transplantation, including AlloMap® and 
AlloSure™ for post-transplant surveillance and Olerup SSP®, XM-ONE®, QTYPE®, 
Gamma-Type™ and SBT Resolver™ in pre-transplant testing. Additional information 
is available at www.caredx.com.

SynCardia Systems, LLC, is a medical technology company focused on developing
and manufacturing the SynCardia temporary Total Artificial Heart (TAH-t). The SynCardia 
TAH-t is an implantable system designed to assume the full function of a failed human 
heart in patients suffering from end-stage biventricular (both sides) heart failure. The 
SynCardia Total Artificial Heart is the only artificial heart that is commercially available 
in the United States, European Union and Canada for use as a bridge to donor heart 
transplantation. Our mission is to eliminate end-stage biventricular (both sides) heart 
failure as a leading cause of death in the modern world. When all other treatments fail, 
the SynCardia temporary Total Artificial Heart (TAH-t) gives patients a second chance 
at life. Today, the SynCardia Total Artificial Heart and its direct predecessors account 
for 96% of all artificial hearts implanted into people. Thirty-five years of research and 
development led to the first implant of the Total Artificial Heart into Barney Clark in 
1982. Since that time over 1,475 Total Artificial Hearts have been implanted with over 
500 SynCardia TAH-t implants since 2012. 
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Facts 
Twenty-two (22) people die every day waiting for a life-saving organ.

 A transplant does not discriminate against age, race or gender. It can happen anytime. Someone in need of a life-
saving organ cannot get listed until they can prove that they have housing within 30 minutes of their transplant
center.

 Los Angeles has some of the best transplant centers in the world, such as UCLA and Cedars-Sinai. People come
to LA from all over the country to get listed for organ transplants and to receive the newest and best medical
treatment.

 Ava’s Heart provides assistance for transplant patients who would otherwise not get treatment and care. Ava’s
Heart supplies housing for pre- and post-transplant, gas cards for clinic appointments, food cards, strollers and
car seats, dental work, hearing aids and more.

 Every doctor, nurse and social worker will tell you that there is a dire need for an Ava’s Heart Healing House for
transplant patients in Los Angeles.

It’s time to take Ava’s Heart’s dream of creating the Ava’s Heart Healing House for 
transplant patients into a reality. The time is now.
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Ava Kaufman was a professional dancer and then a successful businesswoman, who took a small 
moving company and turned it into a major delivery and installation firm with clients such as the Four Seasons 
Hotel, the Beverly Hilton and just about every interior designer in town.

In 2010, Ava came down with a rare autoimmune disease, dermatomyositis, that attacked her muscles and 
her heart. Rushed to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, her prognosis was death unless Ava could receive a heart 
transplant. Ava was put on a LVAD and ECMO machine and received the gift of life in 10 days, the heart of a 
17-year-old boy, on her birthday.

Ava says, “In the hospital, post surgery, I could not move at all. I was trapped in my own body, a childhood fear 
realized. I was truly ready to let go. In the midst of my coma, I felt as though I was sitting in the palms of two 
large hands. Surely they belonged to God. But I could not leave my young child behind. So it was there, at the 
moment, I made a promise. If I could get back to being my daughter’s mom again and to be able to dance, I 
would spend the rest of my life giving back.”

Having observed firsthand the service gaps in available post-transplant services, Ava’s Heart was born, a 501 (c)(3) 
nonprofit, that would help transplant patients and their families deal with non-insurance-related aspects, such as 
housing, food and gas cards, baby strollers, car seats, hearing aids, dental work and other resources and refuge. 

The 2nd Annual Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball is an opportunity to generously donate 
and to further Ava’s life-saving mission.

   Ava Kaufman 
Richard Lightstone r

2nd ANNUAL
AVA’S HEART | HEROES BALL
September 14, 2017  |  The Taglyan Complex | 1201 N. Vine St., Los Angeles, CA 90038

2ND ANNUAL AVA’S HEART | HEROES BALL 
Lifting Spirits



The Evening’s Entertainment 
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It’s All About Love
Ava’s Heart Foundation presents an evening dedicated to the
Donors and the families, our Heroes of the transplant world.
We are honored to have Vincent Paterson direct our evening’s 
theme; It’s All About Love. Vincent is an international luminary
in the entertainment world having created with some of the 
most respected names in the industry. Among them are Michael
Jackson, Madonna, Placido Domingo, Shirley MacLaine, Mike 
Nichols, Chita Rivera, Catherine Deneuve, Robin Williams, 
Steven Spielberg, Gene Hackman and Cirque du Soleil. The 
list goes on and on. He has directed operas, music videos, 
films, theatrical musicals, concert tours and benefit events for 
APLA, Alzheimer’s, and Project Angel Food. Vincent is a lover of music, dance and theater, bringing 
several exciting highlights to our event. Among them, a performance by one of America’s vibrant 
new forces in the world of dance, Jacob Jonas The Company. JJTC creates original work that tells
personal, relatable stories based on real-life experiences. They have performed at the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), The Royal Ballet, and Jacob’s Pillow. The NY 
Times has called them “a revolutionary movement in contemporary art.” An insightful work created
by writer Amy Tofte, will bring us touching stories of the transplant experience from the perspectives
of both donors and recipients. Amy recently received a Nicoll Fellowship from the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences for a powerful screenplay that is soon to go into production in Ethiopia. Rene
Lamontagne, an Angelino who hails from Montreal, will perform a song written specifically for our 
evening entitled, It’s All About Love. Here is a brief taste of the meaningful and heartfelt lyrics:

“There’s a breath we breathe that floats upon
the winds of change with grace

There’s a thought we think that opens wide
the door to any space

There’s a time to find a way to give
a love that knows no end

There’s a life to live that’s filled with hope
I give myself to you……..my friend”
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PRESENTING SPONSORSHIP

 Recognition and exclusivity as the sole Presenting Sponsor of the event

 Presenting Sponsor recognition at the event, in the Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball

Tribute Book and on all event press releases

Presenting Sponsor Level Table Placement (  tables, 0 tickets)

 Presenting Sponsor Level Ad in the commemorative Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball

Tribute Book (either a two-page spread or outside back cover)

Largest logo on step and repeat on the Red Carpet

Largest company logo projected during the event

Largest company logo on invitations

Special introduction from the podium

 Opportunities to be introduced to celebrity guests and award recipients at the

after party

Opportunity to have a branded drink served

 Corporate logo and 75-word bio on the Awards Sponsor page of the Ava’s

Heart website for 12 months

Lifting Spirits
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* Vendors who would like to show their products will be given a display table during the 
cocktail hour.
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TITLE SPONSORSHIP 

Recognition as a Title Sponsor of the event
 Title Sponsor recognition at the event, in the Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball Tribute Book
and on all event press releases
Title Sponsor Level Table Placement (3 tables, 30 tickets)
 Title Sponsor Level Ad in the commemorative Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball Tribute Book
(best premium full-page position available)
Large logo on step and repeat on the Red Carpet
Large company logo projected during the event
Large company logo on invitations
Recognition from the podium
 Opportunities to be introduced to celebrity guests and award recipients at the after
party
 Corporate logo and 75-word bio on the Awards Sponsor page of the Ava’s Heart
website for 12 months

PLATINUM SPONSORSHIP 

Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor of the event
 Platinum Sponsor recognition at the event, in the Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball Tribute
Book and on all event press releases
Platinum Sponsor Level Table Placement (2 tables, 20 tickets)
 Platinum Sponsor Level Full-Page Ad in the commemorative Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball
Tribute Book
Medium logo on step and repeat on the Red Carpet
Medium company logo projected during the event
Medium company logo on invitations
Recognition from the podium
 Opportunities to be introduced to celebrity guests and award recipients at the after
party
 Corporate logo and 75-word bio on the Awards Sponsor page of the Ava’s Heart
website for 12 months

Lifting Spirits
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GOLD SPONSORSHIP 

Recognition as a Gold Sponsor of the event
 Gold Sponsor recognition at the event, in the Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball Tribute
Book and on all event press releases
Gold Sponsor Level Table Placement (  tickets)
 Gold Sponsor Level Full-Page Ad in the commemorative Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball
Tribute Book
Small logo on step and repeat on the Red Carpet
Small company logo projected during the event
Small company logo on invitations
Recognition from the podium
 Opportunities to be introduced to celebrity guests and award recipients at the
after party
 Corporate logo and 75-word bio on the Awards Sponsor page of the Ava’s Heart
website for 12 months

SILVER SPONSORSHIP  

Recognition as a Silver Sponsor of the event
 Silver Sponsor recognition at the event, in the Ava’s Heart | Heroes Award Tribute Book
and on all event press releases
Silver Sponsor Level Table Placement (6 tickets)
 Silver Sponsor Level Full-Page Ad in the commemorative Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball
Tribute Book
 Opportunities to be introduced to celebrity guests and award recipients at the
after party
 Corporate logo and 75-word bio on the Awards Sponsor page of the Ava’s Heart
website for 12 months

Lifting Spirits
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Recognition as a Bronze Sponsor of the event
Bronze Sponsor recognition at the event, in the Ava’s | Heroes Award Tribute 
Book
Bronze Sponsor Level Table Placement (2 tickets)
Bronze Sponsor Level Full-Page Ad in the commemorative Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball
Tribute Book 

BRONZE SPONSORSHIP $3,500

$7,500

$15,000



Quarter Page  $875
Business Card  $400 

EVENT TRIBUTE BOOK 

Ava’s Heart | Heroes Ball Tribute Book is an elegant, commemorative program of 
events that will be in the hands of all attendees, honorees and presenters, containing 
profile editorial on the evening’s honorees, as well as a history of the organization 
and its mission. Your congratulatory ad message and show of support will be seen by 
everyone in the room.
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TRIBUTE PROGRAM ONLY*

$5,000
$3,500
$3,500
$2,500
$1,750

Outside Back Cover 
Inside Front Cover 
Inside Back Cover 
Full Page Horizontal 
Half Page

*All ads are four color

Individual Tables • Table of 10 • $2,500
Individual tickets are $250 each

RESERVATION DEADLINES

CONTACT 

310.614.6255

Ava’s Heart is a section 501 (c)(3) organization under the Internal Revenue 
Tax ID 45-3266322. You will receive an official acknowledgment letter with 
a tax receipt upon delivery of your contribution. You may also give online at 

www.avasheart.org

Lifting Spirits
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Ad Space August 11, 2017

Ad Art  August 31, 2017
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